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Asian -Pacific American  
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Special points of interest:  

¶ Visit www.whitehouse.gov for 

more on special event and pro-

grams on the APA Heritage 

Month.  

¶ NGB EO web site for more on 

information on EO/EEO pro-

grams and policy.  

¶ www.archives.gov/eeo/special -

observances/ 
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òappropriate ceremonies, programs and 

activities.ó  President George H.W. Bush 

issued Presidential Proclamation 6130 on 

May 7, 1990 designating May 1990 as the 

first òAsian/Pacific American Heritage 

Month.ó  

     The following year, Pub. L. 102 -42 was 

passed unanimously by Congress and 

signed by President George H.W. Bush on 

May 14, 1991.  This law requested that the 

President proclaim May 1991 and May 

1992 as òAsian/Pacific American Heritage 

Months.ó  This law also recognized the 

significance of May 7th and May 10th in 

the history of Asian/Pacific Americans.  

May 7, 1843 is the date on which the first 

Japanese immigrants arrived in the 

United States while on May 10, 1869 the 

first transcontinental railroad in the 

United States was completed with signifi-

cant contributions from Chinese pioneers.  

In 1992, Congress passed Pub. L. 102 -450 

which permanently designated May of 

each year as òAsian/Pacific American Heri-

tage Month.ó   

     Pursuant to Pub. L. 102 -450 Presidents 

Clinton, George W. Bush and Obama have 

annually issued proclamations designating 

May as òAsian/Pacific American Heritage 

Heritage Monthó and on May 1, 2009 

President Obama issued Presidential Proc-

lamation 8369 which recalls the challenges 

faced by Asian Americans and Pacific Is-

landers and celebrates their great and 

significant contributions to our society.  
-http://www.loc.gov/law  

     Asian American and Pacific Islander 

Heritage Month is a month to celebrate 

and pay tribute to the contributions 

generations of Asian and Pacific Island-

ers have made to American history, 

society and culture.  

     Asian American and Pacific Islander 

Heritage Month originated in 1978 

when Congress passed Pub. L. 95 -419. 

This law directed the President to issue 

a proclamation designating the week 

beginning on May 4, 1979 as Asian/

Pacific American Heritage Week. On 

March 28, 1979, President Carter is-

sued Presidential Proclamation 4650. In 

this proclamation, President Carter 

spoke of the significant role Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders have 

played in the creation of a dynamic and 

pluralistic American society with their 

contributions to the sciences, arts, in-

dustry, government and commerce.  

     Over the next ten years, Presidents 

Carter, Reagan and George H.W. Bush 

continued to annually issue proclama-

tions designating a week in May as 

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week.   

     In 1990, Congress passed Pub. L. 

101-283 which amended Pub. L. 95 -419.  

Pub. L. 101 -283 requested the President 

to issue a proclamation which expanded 

the observance of Asian/Pacific Ameri-

can Heritage Week to a month in May 

1990.  This law called on the people of 

the United States to observe Asian/

Pacific American Heritage Month with 
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Har Gobind Khorana  
     Har Gobind Khorana grew up as a member of one of the few 

literate families in his tiny village. His father insisted upon edu-

cating his children and Khorana eventually earned an Master of 

Science degree from Punjab University and his Ph.D. from the 

University of Liverpool in England.  

     Khorana, Robert Holley, and Marshall Nirenberg received 

the 1968 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine òfor their inter-

pretation of the genetic code and its function in protein synthe-

sis.ó Khorana's role was to devise the methods that led to the 

synthesis of well -defined nucleic acids, ultimately leading to the 

solution of the genetic code.  

-http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0880524.html  
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