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Elie Wiesel

Elie Wiesel was born in 1928 in
Sighet, Transylvania, which is now part
of Romania. He was fifteen years old
when he and his family were deported
by the Nazis to Auschwitz. His mother
and younger sister perished, his two
older sisters survived. Elie and his fa-
ther were later transported to Buchen-
wald, where his father died shortly be-
fore the camp was liberated in April
1945.

After the war, Elie Wiesel studied in
Paris and later became a journalist.
During an interview with the
distinguished French writer, Francois
Mauriac, he was persuaded to write
about his experiences in the death
camps. The result was his internation-
ally acclaimed memoir, La Nuit or
Night, which has since been translated
into more than thirty languages.

In 1978, President Jimmy Carter
appointed Mr. Wiesel as Chairman of
the President's Commission on the
Holocaust. In 1980, he became the
Founding Chairman of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council.

He is also the Founding President of
the Paris -based Universal Academy of

Cultures and the Chairman of The Elie
Wiesel Foundation for Humanity, an or-
ganization he and his wife created to fight
indifference, intolerance and injustice.

Mr. Wiesel has received more than 100
honorary degrees from institutions of
higher learning.

A devoted supporter of Israel, Mr. Wie-
sel has also defended the cause of Soviet
Jews, Nicaragua's Miskito Indians, Argen-
tina's Desaparecidos, Cambodian refu-
gees, the Kurds, victims of famine and
genocide in Africa, of apartheid in South
Africa, and victims of war in the former
Yugoslavia.

For more than ten years, Elie and his
wife Marion have been especially devoted
to the cause of Ethiopian -born
Israeli youth through the Foundation's
Beit Tzipora Centers for Study and En-
richment. Teaching has always been cen-
tral to Mr. Wiesel's work. Since 1976, he
has been the Andrew W. Mellon Professor
in the Humanities at Boston University,
where he also holds the title of University
Professor. He is a member of the Faculty
in the Department of Religion as well as
the Department of Philosophy.
-http://www.eliewieselfoundation.org

Days of Remembrance

The Days of Remembrance will be observed April 11 -18, 2010. The United States
Congress established the Days of Remembrance as our nation's annual commemora-
tion of the victims of the Holocaust and created the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum as a permanent, living memorial to those victims. In accordance with its
Congressional mandate, the Museum is responsible
for leading the nation in commemorating the Days of Remembrance, and
for encouraging and sponsoring appropriate observances throughout the

United States.

Observances and remembrance activities can occur during the Holocaust Days of
Remembrance that runs from Sunday, April 11, 2010 "Yom Hashoah," (Holocaust
Remembrance Day), through Sunday, April 18, 2010. Days of Remembrance are ob-
served by state and local governments, military bases, workplaces, schools, churches,

synagogues, and civic centers.

-http://www.deomi.org/PublicAffairs/
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Special points of interest:

1 Visit www.whitehouse.gov for
more on special event and pro-
grams on the Days of Remem-
brance.

1 NGB EO web site for more on
information on EO/EEO pro-
grams and policy.

1 www.archives.gov/eeo/special -
observances/
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Historical Overview:
The Holocaust
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